(Adomet) from Met and ATE'. Adomet is a universal methyl group donor in severa1 transmethylation reactions and is involved in the regulation of the biosynthesis of Met and other Asp-derived amino acids. In plants, Adomet also functions as a precursor in the biosynthesis of the phytohormone ethylene and serves after decarboxylation as a propylamine group donor in the biosynthesis of polyamines (Goodwin and Mercer, 1983) . SAM-S genomic and cDNA clones have been isolated and characterized from a variety of species, including Escherichia coli, Saccharomyces cerevisiae, parsley, Arabidopsis thaliana, carnation, poplar, rat, and human (Horikawa and Tsukada, 1991; Larsen and Woodson, 1991; Van Doorsselaere et al., 1993, and refs. therein) .
In Arabidopsis, the saml gene is expressed primarily in the vascular tissue (Peleman et al., 1989a) . This phenomenon probably reflects the enhanced need for Adomet in the synthesis of structural components of these tissues. Xylem, sclerenchym, and, to a lesser extent, phloem are highly lignified, and biosynthesis of lignin consumes Adomet (Higuchi, 1981) .
In parsley and alfalfa cells, sam gene expression is induced by exposure to a funga1 elicitor (Kawalleck et al., 1992) and yeast cell walls, respectively (Gowri et al., 1991) .
We report the isolation and sequencing of a rice (Oryza sativa) genomic clone coding for SAM-S and the expression characteristics of this gene in rice (Table I) . The rice sam gene shows 80% similarity with the saml and sam2 genes of Arabidopsis. There is an AATAAT polyadenylation signal 119 bp downstream from the stop codon. Nineteen base pairs downstream of the polyadenylation signal a second sequence motif implicated in 3' mRNA processing is present: TGTGTTT (McDevitt et al., 1986) .
The deduced SAM-S polypeptide from rice shows 90% identity with the SAMl and SAM2 Arabidopsis polypeptides.
A conserved amino acid sequence motif involved in ATP 
TS2-0053-B (GDF).
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